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Visit the Cityôs website at www.cityoforinda.org to sign up and receive email 
meeting notifications and the Orinda Outlook! 

 

On the City website, click the button on the left that says ñNotify Meò to select which meetings 
notification you are interested in receiving. Click the button just below that one to sign-up and receive the 

weekly ñOrinda Outlookò electronic newsletter for the most up-to-date City news.  

 

 

 

In the City of Orinda, wildfire safety is a top priority.   Thatõs why we are asking residents to take ad-

vantage of the Measure R Community Wood Chipping Program.   Please do your part to ensure your 

property and your neighborhood is wildfire safe.   An important part of preparation is tree trimming 

and home hardening. Are you ready for the annual Moraga -Orinda Fire District (MOFD) exterior haz-

ard compliance deadline of May 31, 2022?  The City of Orinda just made it easier for you to dispose of 

trimmed vegetation properly and conveniently.   
  

The chipping program offers free year -round chipping services for Orinda residents with Orindaõs 

Measure R-funded truck and chipper. Priority is given to groups of three or more; however, all re-

quests are encouraged. That means you do not need to coordi-

nate with others, instead you can simply trim your vegetation, 

stack qualifying shrubs and place tree limbs within 10 feet of 

the roadway and request chipper service. For more information 

about the types of vegetation that qualifies and to schedule 

your chipping service, visit: www.MOFD.org , then search Com-

munity Wood Chipping Program.   
  

We encourage residents to work with your neighbors to ensure 

your neighborhood is wildfire safe this fire season.   Some ideas 

for neighborhood coordination include organizing a neighbor-

hood tree trimming day.  This provides an opportunity for neigh-

bors to assist other neighbors who might not be able to trim all 

of their own vegetation.   You may also sign your neighborhood 

up to become an Orinda Firewise -certified neighborhood.   This 

national program has been adopted by numerous Orinda neigh-

borhoods and provides ideas, information and support for ongo-

ing wildfire safety.   For more information and to become a Fire-

wise neighborhood, visit: www.CityofOrinda.org , click on the 

Emergency Preparedness button on the left side of the web 

page and then look for the Orinda Firewise Council (OFC).  
  

To get updated wildfire safety information follow the City of 

Orinda on NextDoor, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and request 

the Orinda Outlook.  You can support fire safety initiatives by taking a photo of your trimmed trees 

and post it to your social media accounts with the hashtags: #TrimStackChip #OrindaReady. Remem-

ber, fire season comes earlier every year.   Take action today to ensure your property is wildfire safe.  

 

https://www.cityoforinda.org/
https://www.mofd.org/our-district/fuels-mitigation-fire-prevention/hazardous-wildfire-fuels-reduction-program/wood-chipper-program
https://www.cityoforinda.org/535/Emergency-Preparedness
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The City of Orinda looks ahead to the future! With the support and feedback from the community 

through ongoing meetings and surveys, the City will continue efforts on three long -term planning 

projects: a Downtown Precise Plan, Housing Element, and Safety Element. The Housing Element and 

Safety Element are required elements of the Cityõs General Plan. This integrated planning effort, 

known as òPlan Orindaó, ensures Orinda meets mandatory state-wide regulations while being 

responsive to our residents. The City of Orinda seeks to address the complementary components of this 

planning effort through a community -based process. This is an ongoing process with many 

opportunities for resident involvement. 2022 is the decision year and it is time to plan for the future of 

Orinda!  

1.  A Plan for our Downtown (aka ôDowntown Precise Planõ) 

The City began the journey towards developing a Downtown Precise Plan (DPP) in early 2020. A 

cityõs downtown is a symbol of a communityõs values. This plan will focus on revitalization of 

commercial and retail development and integration of new housing downtown. A focus on 

establishing mixed -use and residential design standards for the Theatre and Village districts will 

allow for better use of property, parking, and quality urban design for all residents and visitors to 

enjoy. The creation of objective design standards for downtown buildings will ensure that future 

development reflects Orindaõs unique charm.  

The following vision Statement was crafted to guide this effort:  

òDowntown Orinda is a vibrant, family-friendly destination that is home to a variety of restaurants 

and specialty businesses; espouses environmental stewardship of the San Pablo Creek; promotes a 

lively entertainment space to celebrate the arts, events, and performances; and fosters responsible 

growth by supporting a dynamic employment center and offering diverse housing options for its 

community.ó  More information on the draft guiding principles for this project are available 

www.planorinda.com/downtown -precise-plan .   

 2.  Housing Element  

Through a combination of staff analysis of sites and public input the Housing Element will identify 

land to accommodate 1,506 new units in Orinda over an eight -year period to meet the requirement of 

State Law. This 6th cycle Housing Element will plan for the period of 2023 to 2031 and is required to 

be certified by the State prior to January 2023.  The draft Housing element was just released at the 

end of March and can be found at www.PlanOrinda.com/housing -element  (continued on page 3).  

The City of Orinda will be starting construction work on the 2021 Pavement Rehabilitation Project 

during April 2022. Fifteen streets will be rehabilitated as part of this project. In addition, any storm 

drain pipe under those fifteen streets in need of repair will either be replaced or repaired. The City is 

also performing pavement rehabilitation of certain streets as part of the 2022 Pavement Rehabilitation 

Project, which is anticipated to start construction work in July 2022. Pending availability of budget, 

seven streets will be rehabilitated as part of this project, along with any storm drain pipe under the 

road in need of repair.  

 

The streets selected for rehabilitation in 2021 and 2022 can be found on the Cityõs website at 

www.cityoforinda.org  under the Public Works and Engineering Department, Current Paving Projects 

tab. The project was awarded in October of 2021 with a delayed start date in order to avoid 

construction work during the winter season.  

  

 

 

Pavement Rehabilitation Project  

2022 is the Year of Plan Orinda  

http://www.planorinda.com/downtown-precise-plan
https://www.planorinda.com/housing-element
http://www.cityoforinda.org/549/Current-Paving-Projects
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3.  Safety Element  

The Safety Element guides safety considerations in the planning and decision -making process for 

development in Orinda. The Safety Element is a state -wide requirement, addressing potential 

hazards that may result in injury to people, property, or the environment, and what can be done to 

mitigate them. Changes to Safety Element law in the last decade require analysis of climate change 

vulnerabilities, including greater attention to wildfire risks and 

identification of evacuation routes for emergencies. These updates are 

enhanced through the participation of our community members in public 

engagement activities such as surveys and public meetings. The Cityõs 

existing Safety Element, which dates back to 1987, is available on the 

Plan Orinda website at www.planorinda.com/safety -element.  

You are now up -to-date on Plan Orinda and its three critical planning 

efforts. We want to hear from YOU!  Continue to stay involved in the Plan 

Orinda process to map out our future, together. View the full toolkit on how 

to participate at the Plan Orinda website: www.planorinda.com/involve , including how to sign up for e

-mail and meeting notifications.  

Orinda Parks and Recreation Staff are gearing up for the return of more traditional summer offerings 

after two years of adapted schedules and programming. The schedule will consist of one -week 

sessions that will include mornings from 9 a.m. -12 p.m., afternoons 1 -4 p.m., and All Day 9 a.m. -3 

p.m. options. With a wide variety of exciting camp topics, there are dozens of combinations available. 

The City anticipate offering extended and lunch care as well as the very popular Camp Orinda and 

Camp Orinda Jr. programs. All offerings will continue to meet and address health and safety 

guidelines and concerns.  

 

Registration opened for summer camps on Monday, March 28, 

2022. 

As Orinda Parks and Rec looks ahead and the summer months 

draw near, the department remains hopeful that health guidelines 

will continue to ease, allowing this greater flexibility with 

programming . We encourage the community to stay tuned through 

our various communication outlets including our website at 

www.OrindaParksandRec.org . 

Parks & Recreation ñSummer Camps begin June 6  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2022 Plan Orinda cont.  

https://www.planorinda.com/involve
http://www.OrindaParksandRec.org
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1.  Recruit and organize as many neighbors as possible  

It is wonderful that you are taking the steps to start a 

Neighborhood Watch group in your neighborhood. The first step 

is talking to your fellow neighbors about starting a group.  

2.  Contact the Police Department to schedule a meeting  

The next step is contacting the Orinda Police Department. Invite 

them to meet with your group at a time and place convenient for 

your Watch Group. It is essential for your group to work in 

collaboration with Orinda Police because Neighborhood Watch is 

a cooperative effort.  

3.  Discuss concerns and develop an action plan  

At the first meeting you will want to discuss the concerns and 

issues in the neighborhood. Your group should 

create a plan on how to work towards lessening 

the impact of the top 3 concerns of you and your 

neighbors.  By cooperating with each other and 

law enforcement, people can help fight crime in 

their neighborhood the most effective way -before 

it begins.  

4.  Create a neighborhood communication plan  

It is important to decide what type of communication will work 

for your Neighborhood Watch Group - meetings, social media, 

email or a text group.  

5.  Take Action: hold meetings and neighborhood events  

Neighborhood Watch is a wonderful way to hold trainings and 

share meeting ideas that can be useful to your group.  

 

!ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝǾŜ {ǘŀũ 
/L¢¸ a!b!D9w 
5ŀǾƛŘ .ƛƎƎǎ 
/L¢¸ !¢¢hwb9¸ 
hǎŀ ²ƻƭũ 

 
 

/L¢¸ /[9wY 
{ƘŜǊƛ {ƳƛǘƘ 

 

!5aLbL{¢w!¢L±9 {9w±L/9{ 
5ƻǳƎ !ƭŜǎǎƛƻΣ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 

 

th[L/9 
wȅŀƴ {ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴΣ /ƘƛŜŦ ƻŦ tƻƭƛŎŜ 

 

t!wY{ ϧ w9/w9!¢Lhb 
¢ƻŘŘ ¢ǊƛƳōƭŜΣ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 

 

t[!bbLbD 
5ǊǳƳƳƻƴŘ .ǳŎƪƭŜȅΣ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 

 

t¦.[L/ ²hwY{ ϧ  
9bDLb99wLbD {9w±L/9{ 

{Ŏƻǧ /ƘǊƛǎǝŜΣ !ŎǝƴƎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
  

I¦a!b w9{h¦w/9{ 
DƛƴƎŜǊ {ǘŀǘƻƴΣ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ 

 

5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ 
!ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ  нро-пннл 
/ƛǘȅ /ƭŜǊƪ  нро-пннм 

IǳƳŀƴ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ нро-пнмп 

tŀǊƪǎ ϧ wŜŎǊŜŀǝƻƴ  нрп-нппр 
tǳōƭƛŎ ²ƻǊƪǎ ϧ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ  нро-пном 

tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ  нро-пнмл 
tƻƭƛŎŜ hŶŎŜǎ нрп-сунл  
tƻƭƛŎŜ 5ƛǎǇŀǘŎƘ  нуп-рлмл 

 

 

 

At the request of residents in the El Toyonal neighborhood, City Council directed staff in 2020 to estab-

lish a No Parking or Stopping Program on Red Flag Days for the El Toyonal and Loma Vista Neighbor-

hoods. This pilot program has been extended for another year in 2022 with parking enforcement com-

mencing after the first Red Flag Day of the year.  The City prohibits stopping and parking during Red 

Flag Warning Days within 5 feet from the edge of the City paved roadway for El Toyonal beginning 

from the eastern edge of Camino Pablo and ending at the intersection of Vista Del Orinda and includ-

ing the entire length of Loma Vista Drive.  

The National Weather Service Red Flag Days are: 1) Relative Humidity 15 percent or less with either 

sustained winds of 25 mph or greater or frequent gusts of 35 mph or greater for a duration of 6 hours or 

more; 2) Relative Humidity 10 percent or less for a duration of 10 hours or more; or, 3) Widespread 

and/or significant dry lightning.  

The Fire Chief may also declare a Red Flag Day in response to an extreme hazard. The Cityõs website 

has more information under Departments, Public Works and Engineering Department, Red Flag Park-

ing Restrictions . Red Flag Days may occur intermittently through the fire season.  

/ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 
Dennis Fay, Mayor 

Inga Miller, Vice Mayor  

Darlene Gee, Council Member 

Nick Kosla, Council Member 

Amy Worth,  Council Member 

 

Red Flag Days Continue  

How to Start a Neighborhood  

Watch Group  

 

https://www.cityoforinda.org/478/Red-Flag-Parking-Restrictions
https://www.cityoforinda.org/478/Red-Flag-Parking-Restrictions

