TREE ORDINANCE HANDOUT
Tree removal is regulated citywide pursuant to Orinda Municipal Code (OMC) Chapter 17.21 - Tree
Management.
Tree management is essential to maintenance of the city's semi-rural character. Healthy trees reduce
air and noise pollution, provide energy-saving shade and cooling, furnish habitat for wildlife, enhance
aesthetics and property values, and help to maintain soil stability. Proper tree management can both
create and protect privacy and views as well as reduce fire hazards.

A protected tree is a live
tree from one of the
following four categories.
When required, diameters
are measured at 4.5 feet
above natural grade.

1

A native oak tree located
on a developed parcel with a
trunk diameter equal to or
greater than 12 inches.

3

Any tree located on a vacant or a Downtown
Commercial/Downtown Office district parcel
with a trunk diameter equal to or greater than 6
inches (unless on the Disallowed Plant List).

2

A single trunk or cross-section of a
multi-trunk native riparian tree with
a total trunk diameter equal or
greater than 4 inches.
4

Any tree planted
as restitution for a
violation to the
tree ordinance.

Measuring trunk width
Take your measurements from
the natural grade of the ground,
following the angle of the trunk.
For a multi-trunk tree, the
measurement will be the total
diameter of the all stems
multiplied by two-thirds.

4.5’

4.5’

Natural grade
Single trunk tree

Multi-trunk tree

Protected Native Trees

Protected Riparian Native Trees

Valley oak (Quercus lobata)
Live oak (Quercus agrifolia)
Black oak (Quercus kelloggii)
White oak (Quercus garryana)
Canyon oak (Quercus chrysolepis)
Blue oak (Quercus douglasii)
Interior live oak (Quercus wislizenii)

"Native Riparian tree" is any native tree
within 30 feet of the edge of a creek bank or
a native tree beyond 30 feet that requires or
tolerates soil moisture levels in excess of that
available in adjacent uplands.
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I have received notice
from a fire official that
the tree must be
removed.

I need to remove
a protected tree

YES

NO

There is an immediate
threat to life or
property

YES

You do not need a tree removal
permit.

A verification letter stating that
the tree is in imminent danger
of failing from an arborist is
required.
Notify Planning Department
staff, who will review the
arborist letter and, if
appropriate, generate an
Emergency Tree Removal
Permit at no cost.

NO

The tree will be
removed...

As part of a
development
application

Without a
development
application

Type II application
Submit a Tree Removal
Permit Application with
an arborist report that
responds to the Type II
Tree Removal Standards
listed on the application.

Type I application
Tree Removal Permit Application (fillable)
https://tinyurl.com/TreeRemovalPermit
Planning Department contacts
Phone (925) 253-4210
Email orindaplanning@cityoforinda.org

Submit a Tree Removal
Permit Application with
an arborist report that
responds to the Type I
Tree Removal Standards
listed on the application.

When do I need an arborist report?
I’m removing a protected tree.
You will most likely need to submit an arborist report or written statement. Check the Tree Removal Flow Chart above.
I’m submitting for a building permit in the vicinity of a protected tree.
Projects require submission of an arborist report or a written arborist recommendation when grading or construction occurs
within the dripline (the area of the ground beneath the branches) of any protected tree.
For all projects that affect non-protected trees, residents are not required to submit an arborist’s recommendation, but are
highly encouraged to seek arborist consultation to ensure the continued health of trees located in the vicinity of their project.

TREE ORDINANCE HANDOUT

“Disallowed” Plant List
Fire prevention is of the utmost importance in Orinda. The
rich vegetation and hot, dry summers create an
environment that is susceptible to wildfire. Refraining
from planting highly flammable vegetation is one way to
reduce the speed at which wildfires can travel.
The following plants may not be approved for planting in
Orinda. If you identify any of these plant species on your
property, you are highly encouraged to remove them.
Abies species
Acacia species
Adenostoma Sparsifolium – Red Shanks
Adenostoma Fasciculatum – Chamis
Baccharis species
Bamboo species
Chamaecyparis species – except Dwarf
Cortaderia Selloana – Pampas Grass
Cryptomaria Japonica – except Dwarf
Cupressus species – Cypress
Cupressocyparis
Cytisus, Genista, Spartium – Brooms
Dodonaea Viscosa – Hopseed Bush
Eriogonum – Buckwheat
Eucalyptus species
Juniperus species – Juniper
Larch species
Metasequoia – Dawn Redwood
Miscanthus species – Grasses
Muehlenbergia species – Deer Grasses
Palms (all)
Pennisetum Setaceum – Fountain Grasses
Picea species – Spruce
Pinus species – except Dwarf Mugo
Schinus species – Pepper Trees
Tamarix species
Taxodium species
Taxus species – except Dwarf
Thuja species
Tsuga species - Hemlock
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